
Waterwise Lawn Mix

The Waterwise Lawn is a blend of four fine fescues producing a fine-textured, lush lawn that is also low maintenance. It is suited 
to grow in both sun and shade. KŶĐĞ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ͕ �ŝƚ�ǁ ŝůů�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�ůĞƐƐ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌŝŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞƐƐ�ŵŽǁ ŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂŶ�Ă�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ůĂǁ Ŷ͘ ���ǁ ŝƐĞ�
choice for saving water.

Waterwise Lawn should be seeded at 5-ϳ �ƉŽƵŶĚƐ�ƉĞƌ�ϭ͕ ϬϬϬ�ƐƋƵĂƌĞ�ĨĞĞƚ͕ �ĚĞƉĞŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽŶ�ƐĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞĚ�ŐƌŽǁ ƚŚ�ĚĞŶͲ
sity.

A t ĂƚĞƌǁ ŝƐĞ�>Ăǁ Ŷ�ĐĂŶ�ƚŚƌŝǀ Ğ�ƵŶĚĞƌ�ůŽǁ �ŝŶƉƵƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐĚƵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂƌĂĐƚĞƌŝƐƟĐƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�Į ŶĞ�ĨĞƐĐƵĞƐ͘ �Less Watering: The leaves of
fine fescue plants are very thin and do not readily lose moisture to the air and so do not dry out as quickly as other species. Fine 
ĨĞƐĐƵĞƐ�ĂůƐŽ�ĐƌĞĂƚĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀ Ğ�ƌŽŽƚ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵƐ͕ �ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƐŽƵƌĐĞ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŶƵƚƌŝĞŶƚƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŝů�ďĞƩ Ğƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚƵƌĨ�ŐƌĂƐƐĞƐ͘ As
a result, less water (and less nutrients) will be needed once a Waterwise Lawn is established. Less Mowing: The fine fescues used 
ŝŶ�Ă�t ĂƚĞƌǁ ŝƐĞ�>Ăǁ Ŷ�ŚĂǀ Ğ�ďĞĞŶ�ďƌĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚƵƌĨ�ŐƌĂƐƐ�ƐĐŝĞŶƟƐƚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ůŽǁ -growing. That, coupled with less water and nutrient inputs,
results in slower growth/shorter grass and so less mowing is required.

ZĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŐƌŽǁ ŝŶŐ�Ă�t ĂƚĞƌǁ ŝƐĞ�>Ăǁ Ŷ
The key to a successful Waterwise Lawn is strong establishment. Just as with other plants, seedlings are vulnerable and need spe-
cial care.

Waterwise Lawns are best seeded ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŽů͕�ŵŽŝƐƚ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ�Žƌ�ĨĂůů͘��ŽŶƐŝƐƚĞŶƚ�ĚĂǇƟŵĞ�ƚĞŵƉĞƌĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĂƌŽƵŶd
20 degrees Celsius. Although a Waterwise Lawn will grow on most types of soil, it is not recommended for poorly-drained areas
with standing water. Once seeded, a Waterwise Lawn should be treated the same as any new lawn. (See Richardson Seed’s “Turf
^ĞĞĚ�̂ ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�' ƵŝĚĞ͟ �ĨŽƌ�ƐĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐ͘ Ϳ�dŚĞ��ŶĞǁ �ůĂǁ Ŷ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŬĞƉƚ�ŵŽŝƐƚ͕ �ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ůŝŵĞĚ�ĂƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ͘ �t ĂƚĞƌǁ ŝƐe
>Ăǁ ŶƐ�;ũƵƐƚ�ĂƐ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ăůů�ůĂǁ ŶƐͿ͕�ƚĂŬĞ�ĂďŽƵƚ�Ă�ǇĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĨƵůůǇ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ͕ �Ăƚ�ǁ ŚŝĐŚ�ƟŵĞ͕�ůĞƐƐ�ǁ ĂƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌ�ǁ ŝůů�ďĞ�re-
quired. Once established, a deep watering only twice a month in summer is recommended to keep the lawn in good health. The
lawn will indicate the need for water or ĨĞƌƟůŝǌĞƌby a dullness in its normally dark green color.

/Ĩ�ůĞŌ�ƵŶŵŽǁ Ŷ͕ �t ĂƚĞƌǁ ŝƐĞ�ŐƌĂƐƐ�ďůĂĚĞƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ŐƌŽǁ �ƚŽ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϴ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁ ŝůůlay over (seed-ŚĞĂĚƐ�ŵĂǇ�ĂůƐŽ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌͿ͕�ƌĞƐƵůƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�a
ΗƐǁ ŝƌůŝŶŐΗ�ĂƉƉĞĂƌĂŶĐĞ͖�ŝƚΖƐ�ƐŽŌĞƌ͕�ůĞƐƐ�ƵŶŝĨŽƌŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĂƐ�Ă�ŵĞĂĚŽǁ -like appearance. If a more manicured look is desired, mow to a
ŚĞŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ϯ�ŝŶĐŚĞƐ͘ �t ŚĞŶ�ŵŽǁ ŝŶŐ͕�ŐƌĂƐƐ�ĐůŝƉƉŝŶŐƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ŵƵůĐŚĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ůĞŌ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�ŶƵƚƌŝĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŝů͘�/Ŷ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ǁ ith
winter snow cover, a Waterwise Lawn will go dormant and brown, but will green-ƵƉ�ĂŐĂŝŶ�ŝŶ�ƐƉƌŝŶŐ͘�/Ŷ�ĂƌĞĂƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝƩ ůĞ�Žƌ�ŶŽ�ƐŶŽǁ ͕ it
should stay green through the winter.

Overseeding can be done with Waterwise Lawn seed. The seed must make firm contact with the soil in order to establish and the 
ĂďŽǀ Ğ�ƌĞĐŽŵŵĞŶĚĂƟŽŶƐ�ƐŚŽƵůĚ�ďĞ�ĨŽůůŽǁ ĞĚ͘ �/Ĩ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ůĂǁ ŶƐ�ĂƌĞ�Žǀ ĞƌƐĞĞĚĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�t ĂƚĞƌǁ ŝƐĞ�>Ăǁ Ŷ�ƐĞĞĚ�ŽŶĐĞ�Žƌ�ƚǁ ŝĐĞ�Ă�ƐĞĂƐŽŶ�
for several seasons, eventually the Waterwise Lawn will out-ĐŽŵƉĞƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ůĂǁ Ŷ�ĂŶĚ become established. A Waterwise Lawn
tolerates moderate traffic. As with any grass, if used in an area of high traffic, overseeding may be needed. 

Quick reference for lawn establishment
ͻWƌŽƉĞƌůǇ�ƉƌĞƉĂƌĞ�ƐĞĞĚ�ďĞĚ�;ƐĞĞ�̂ ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�' ƵŝĚĞͿ�ͻ��ǀ ĞŶůǇ�ƐĞĞĚ�Ăƚ�Ă�ƌĂƚĞ�ŽĨ 5-7 ůďƐ�ͬ�ϭϬϬϬƐƋ͘ Ō͘ • Once seeded, use a rake and roller
lightly over the area to ensure the seed makes good contact with the ƐŽŝů�ͻ�<ĞĞƉ�ƐĞĞĚ�ŵŽŝƐƚ�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ŐĞƌŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ͻ�t ĂƚĞƌ�ǁ Ğůů�
through the first season •

 Coastal or Interior

 Fine textured

 E Ğǁ �ƚƵƌĨ�Žƌ�Žǀ ĞƌƐĞĞĚŝŶŐ�ĞǆŝƐƟŶŐ�ƚƵƌĨ

 Professional turf

 Landscaping

 Home Lawns
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